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It is well recognized that clear and secure rights to forest land and resources, 
including carbon, will be essential for REDD+ programs to be effective.  The 
majority of country REDD+ plans and strategies identify unclear forest land 
and resource rights as a key constraint to REDD+ and call for studies and in-
vestments in identifying and securing these rights.  Agreed safeguards and 
best practice, such as FPIC, also require respect of Indigenous Peoples and 
local communities land and resource rights – both as steps to adhere to in-
ternational commitments, as well as steps towards ensuring the sound in-
stitutional basis for transfer payments and carbon markets to function fairly 
and efficiently.  This panel will review the findings of new research on the 
status of carbon rights, as well as the status of legal frameworks to trade 
carbon, in 23 low and middle income countries, representing 66 percent of 
the total forest area in set of countries. Of these 23 countries, 21 have a 
Readiness-Preparation Proposal (R-PP), a Readiness Plan Note Idea (R-PIN) 
or have submitted National Program Documents (NPD) to UNREDD or the 
FCPF.  There has been limited cross-comparable research on this question, 
despite its importance, and the lack of information has constrained full un-
derstanding of the nature and scope of the issue, thus limiting informed de-
bates and the development of adequate action plans by international initia-
tives, including UN-REDD. The research was conducted by over 50 national 
legal experts in these 23 countries and coordinated by RRI and the Ateneo 
de Manila School of Government.  Study authors will briefly present the find-
ings and then open the floor for a facilitated discussion of the findings and 
the implications for future efforts by UN-REDD and other REDD+ initiatives.

Background Documents: 

Status of Forest Carbon Rights and Implications for Communities, the Car-
bon Trade, and REDD+ Investments 
RRI & Ateneo de Manila University (English, Espaňol, Français)

What Future Reform: Progress and Slowdown in Forest Tenure Reform 
Since 2002
RRI (English, Espaňol, Français)
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http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/ForestCarbon_Brief-for-web-16Mar14.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/ForestCarbon_Brief_Spanish_web.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/ForestCarbon_Brief_French_web.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/doc_6587.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/What-Future-for-Reforms_ESP.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/RRI4058_FlagFREN2013r410.pdf

